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FLETCHER HISTORY

THE BEGINNING

In March 1934 Congress authorized the design and building of & ship that was to become
the forerunner of the modern American destroyer; a ship for whom no job was too menial and
no task too great, October 2, 1941 in Kearny, New Jersey her keel was laid. On May 3, 1842,
she slid down the ways. Named for Admiral Frank Friday FLETCHER, holder of the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor, she was christened by that naval hero's wife, On June 30, 1942
FLETCHER'S commissioning pennant was holsted and she was readied for sea,

TO BATTLE

In August 1942 the Coral Sea had been won and the lmperial Japanese Navy was driven
back from Midway, Two carriers and nine destroyers had been lost. The Solomons situation
was eritical, On November 13, 1942, in the battle of Guadalcanal, which has often been cited
as the most furious surface engagement ever fought, FLETCHER steamed to the great South
Pacific battle arena and had her baptism of fire. That night she assisted in sinking a Japanese
light cruiser, but her outstanding contribution to the battle was the single-handed destruction
of a heayy erujser. Our losses after that terrible twenty-four minutes were one battleship,
two cruisers and five destroyers all sunk; two eruisers and seven destroyers damaged. A
staggering toll, yet the FIGHTING FLETCHER emerged from the battle without a scratch, A
ship of tempered steel whose luck was solid gold; a luck that was to hold almost to the end of
the war, Her battle record reads like the history of the great Pacific war: Guadalcansl, Tas-
safaronga, Gilbert Islands, Hollandia, New Guinea, Mindoro, Corregidor and Borneo. She
steamed over 200,000 miles in three years with but one engineering casualty. FLETCHER
suffered her first (and only) hit by the enemy in February 1845, A shore battery on Corregi-
dor scored, knocking out both forward gun mounts, taking the lives of seven men and wound-
ing six others, Damage was controlled, largely through the efforts of Elmer C. Bigelow, WT
2/0, USNR, who gave his life when he plunged into the burning ammunition magazine and ex-
tinguished the fire, BIGELOW was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor,
In February 1957 the destroyer BIGELOW was launched in honor of FLETCHER'S hero, On
May 31, 1946 FLETCHER arrived in S8an Pedro, California for her firet overhaul, Early in
1949 FLETCHER went through modernization and conversion, On October 3, 1949, she was
regommissioned as an escort destroyer, With her new armament and equipment, her jpri-
mary task was to hunt down and kill submarines. At the outbreak of hostilities in Korea, the
ald warhorse elimbed back into harness and joined the Seventh Fleet, Again her battle record
reads like the history of the Korean Conflict: Inchon, Amgak, Sak To Island, Peppa Kotsu,
Hosen, Nenjo Chi, Hungnan and Wonsan. Her presence in the battle line reassured all who

knew the gallunt ship from days past.

TODAY

The FLETCHER was redesignated Destroyer in 1961, Now an all-purpose destroyer, she
is part of Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-FIVE homeported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Her duties
include naval gunfire support, antisubmarine warfare, convoy and escort duties as well as
search and restue, FLETCHER again is seeing action in the struggle for peace in Vietnam, and
like the gallant old lady she is, her wake can be seen as one of the Seventh Fleet's best,
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CRUISE BOOK

The officers and men of FLETCHER

To:

This will be my last deployment to the Western Facific

aboard the Fighting Fletcher. As I complete my tenure as

Commanding 0fficer, I depart with great pride and honor,

Pride, in the achievements and record established by

Fletcher; Honor, in serving with the finest sailors In

the United States lavy =- destroyarmen,

fur assignrmonts this cruise were again a continuing

challenge, They varied from operations with aircraft carriers

to gan fire support missions for the Free World Forces in Viet

Vam, In each and every assignment, all hands responded magmi-

ficently, I was indeed proud of our sccomplishmants and the

marmer and spirit in which they were carried out, To this end,

[ weonld like to express my sincere gratitude and deep appreciation

to all of you for a Job well dome,

LESLIE A, TAYLOHR, Jr.
Commander, U. 5. Navy
Comanding Officer

USS FLETCHER (TD-445)
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Commander Leslie A, Taylor, Jr,, USN began his naval career by enlisting as a Seaman
Apprentice in 1942, During World War II, he served in the South Pacific as a torpedoman as-
signed to Motor Boat Squadron Three, Nine and Twenty-One. Commander Taylor was
discharged {rom the Navy in 1946.

From 1946 to 1949, Commander Taylor attended Eastern Washington State College grad-
uating with a BA in Economics, During the Korean conflict, he was recalled and commissioned
Ensign In 1950, Since that time he has served aboard the destroyer USsS MCDERMUT (DD=677)
as Operations officer; instructor, Fleet Sonar School, San Diego; Executive officer, USsS FIRM
(MSO=444) ;: Operations officer COMCORTRON THREE; Operations officer, COMNAVFOR Ja=-
pan; Executive Officer USS HIGBEE (DDR=-806); and Commanding Officer, USs FINCH (DER-
328). Just before coming to FLETCHER the Commander served in the Logistics/Plans Division
of Commander in Chief, Pacific.

Commander Taylor holds the following decorations and medals: Joint Service Commenda-
tion Medal, Presidential Unit Citation (1 star), Good Conduct Medal, American Theater, Aslatic
Pacific Campaign (4 stars), World War Il Victory, Navy Occupation Service Medal (1 star),
Korean Service Medal (4 stars), Vietnam Service Ribbon (4 stars), United Nations Service
Medal, Korean Presidential Unit Citation and Vietnam Campaign Medal,
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Lisutenant Commander Frederick L. Brady Jr., USN was born in Denver, Colorado on
April 14, 1927, He first enlisted in the Navy in April 1944, Designated as Combat Air-
crewmun in December 1944, he served in a variety of flying billets as an air gunner and
radioman,

Acceptance into the Fleet Integration Program led to his commission as an unrestr icted
line officer in September 1955, From then, until August 1957, he served aboard the USS
KENNETH D, BAILEY (DDR=713) as Damage Control Assistant and CIC Officer. Fleeting up
to Operations Officer, he transferred to USS JOHN PAUL JONES (DD-932) on which he served
until August 1908,

Two years of shore duty at the Fleet Air Defense Training Center, Dam Neck, Virginia
well prepared Mr, Brady for his next tour at sea duty as CIC Officer of USS SAINT PAUL (CA-
79). The newly formed staff of Commander, C ruiser-Destrover Flotilla Eleven provided the
then LT Brady with his first taste of command antisubmarine warfare planning as the stall ASW
officer. In October 1964 he commenced a tour of duty as Future Operations and Scheduling Of-
ficer with Commander, Antisubmarine Warfare, Pacific,

Selected for the Naval War College, Mr. Brady attended the school of Command and Stalf
with the class of 1966. Upon graduation he was ordered to his present duty as Executive Officer

of USS FLETCHER (DD=449).
































































































































































































