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From the Commanding Officer 20 October 1959
To the Officers and Enlisted Personnel

Shortly after returning to Pearl Harbor, my relief
Commander G.D. Harrelson report on board.

I want to take this opportunity teo thank each individual
on the FLETCHER for the loyalty, tremendous spirit, and
cooperative attitude you have displayed during my long tour on
board. You are responsible for the enviable reputation of
our good ship, in that you have always met and solved all
problems that confronted us. Your pride in your work and your
ship has made it possible to carry out our mission in the best
traditions of the Navy

I confidentially feel we have made terrific strides forward
in the reliability of our engineering plant, and generally in
most all instmlled equipment aboard. Many, many difficult
tasks in repair, maintenance, and proper preservation have
been fulfilled. This effort along with extra funds procured,
has made it possible for this ship to continue to operate for
many years ag a stalwart and dependable unit in our forward
linesa of defense.

The superior conduct record of FLETCHER has been a source
of great pride and satisfaction to me especially in the
forward areas where each and every one of us is charged with
being unofficial ambassadors of our great nation.

My fond Aloha to you and your families, and thank you
for a successful tour as your Commanding Officer.

A.A. CHERBAEK
CDR U.&.N.



USS FLETCHER DDE 445

THE BEGINNING

I March of 1934, Thi Cimgress ol thi Untied States authonesesd the desen and buaild g of @ IdEn-
warniman with the gredtest concentrabion of power in a Lghtweight bghter the seas hod ever seen T huis
-.:.;l: ams b st |=|_|,|!.-||,|. weapons for every typ of offense on a patiorm o oy Bk ong Lol just a
wle-walk ilx w1t ihe power o sxty thousamd laofss nd thius, an the drawing board rkghty ThR
i wiTT i ladv that was o become the forerunner ol the modern Amencan destr r hip lor whom

was (o mental .'1,5 [ sk Lo Hieat

birr s & % B a1 hetostwrr 1841, in Kears MNew  Jersey (n Max b ' de dirwn the
WA Iew hnstened FILETUCHER by Mrs. Frank Friday Fletcher, wodow of the distingushed Amencar
! hefo Aidmiral Frank Fleteher, US N, for whon the neophyi was named ['he sentr officer
present donng  landing foree operations a1 Vera Crus, Mexico, vn Apnl 21 and i Rear A ra
Fleicher wa cminent and cORspeCUOUs in s performanct: of dubes, hinng al e o i el e
s |.1. r.“u;'|11j|..|. r: W s ,|1L.;4r|]rr‘i f||n- 1|.|.r|||r|-h |IJL].||'|."'|1 .IIIl.'||.‘|'|.|L'. !||| 1III1}*I| -ll":..l.l ‘\1r||.. ||| tln“nr
Il_l-. ing muchh o ;!'u with }\.'.1 al i|r4|||.|.:'.uI .||1:|L| e 41!"\1 ]||-||I!I!H nt !J'.r'-ILJ'.;l.'-l.:' |~ varmer, Was l-1|I'.|~|| L

T emae o |lr||11..||1|.lr| r it haet \rl.mm Hrn 1 .\-IJT\ h ["-. 1] “: l{'ll"'l i Ni w "i"":- ™ 1'I o 2R N--\nnin-r
1924, On June 300 1942, FLETCHER's commissioning pennant was  hoisted and  ber Gt commanding
officer, Lieutenant Commander WM. Cole, USN,, readied her for sen

TO BATTLE

In Auguost of 194 the Coral Sea had been won and the Imperial Japanese Nav hael been drives
ke froon Midwas Ihe most furnous and prodracted death struggle 10 our naval history was i e oeTingE
GITADALCANAL The FLETCHEK, with her green but eager, unined but conbdent crew, steamed 1o tha
gren o LN | a1l buat 1 LA i.h- ArTrw s Twia CTLI S T arse]l nine deszy T 1 W |
s AT sHTUETRNE Was cTiisa {n November. 13 1942 in the Battk ! Ureenals 1t “Hil e v olleT
Imw 1 el &% the most furious surtace engagement over fought, the FLETUHER had ber haptism by hi
| bt vty Al asspledd --!;"-,- a lapares iu;rl'l crumer, but her outstandimg contnbutsenm 10 the banle



wos the single-handed destruction of a heavy cruiser. This modern day Duvid-Golinth bit won her the
praise of Fleet Admiral Emest J. King: “ ... action terminated when the FLETCHER twrpedoed a heavy
cruiser, ..", Our lossen after that terrible twenty-four minutes—one battleship, two cruisers, and five
destroyers ull sunk; two cruisers and seven destrovers damaged. A staggering toll, yet the Fighting
Fletcher emerged from that titanic blooding without so much as a single seratch. A ship of tempered steel
whose luck was solid gold ; & luck that was 10 hold almost 10 the end of war. Her battle record reads like
the history of the great Pacific War: Guadalcanal, Tassafaronga, Gilbert Islands, Marshall Islands, Hollandia,
New Guinen, Lugon, Mindoro, Lingayen Gulf, Corregidor and Borneo, She partivipated in  almost every
function assigned to a destroyer: surface action, air defense, antisubmarine, shore-bombardment, rescue
operations (over 1,000 survivors owe their lives to her) and amphibious landings. In action against the
enemy she expended 20 rorpedoes, 86 depth charges, 10,300 rounds 5738 cal., 75,000 rounds 40mm and
30,000 rounds 20mm.  She steamed over 200,000 miles in three years with but one engineering cosualty.
FLETCHER suffered her firt (and only) hit by the enemy on 14 Febroary 1945, A shore battery on
Corregidor scored with a sixcinch projectile, knocking out both forward gun mounts, taking the lives of
seven men and wounding six others. The damage was quickly controlled. lurgely through the efforis of
Elmer C. Bigelow, WT 2/, USNR who plunged into the burning ammunition magasine and extinguished
the fire. Bigelow was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, In February of 1957 the
destroyer BIGELOW was launched in honor of FLETCHER's hero. On May 31, 1945, the Fighting Fletcher
arrived in San Pedro, California for her first overhaul. It was here that she finished out the grear conflict
she had contributed so much 0 bringing to u victorious end,

A NEW FACE

Early in 1949, the FLETCHER entered Hunter's Poimt Naval Shipyard w0 Mare Island, California
for modernization and conversion.  She was recommissioned on October 3, 1949 as an Escort Destroyer,
Her new equipment and modern armament were the prototype of a whole new conversion program.
Her primary task was to hunt down and kill submarines. Fletcher responded well after sejuvenation and soon
becume eminent for her prowess in Anti-Submarine Warfare.

BACK TO BATTLE

At the outhrenk of hostilities in Korea, the old warhorse climbed back into harness and joined the
LIS, Seventh Fleet in Jupan. Again her battle record read like a history of the Korean conflict = Inchon,
Amgak, Sak To lslind, Peppa Kotsu, Hosen, Nenjo Chi, Hungnan and Wonsan, Her presence in the
battle line reassured all who knew the gallant ship from days past.

READY

The FLETCHER is now part of Destroyer Squadron Twenty-five, home-ported at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
The arduous training in Anti-Submarine Warfare and other destroyer functions that she receives in the
Hawaiian area allows her o be in a superior state of readiness at all times.  Approximately six months of
ench vear the FLETCHER operates with the mighty US. Seventh Fleet in the Western Pacific theatre,
visiting such ports as Sasebo, Yokosuka, Kobe and Osaks in Japan: Sydney and Newcastle Australia:
Guam in the Marianas; Buckner Bay, Okinawn; Manus, Admiralty lslands; Subic Hay, Philippines;
Kaphsiung, Formosa and Hong Kong, B.C.C. China. Ewvery act and evolution of her Captain and crew s
geared to maintaining friendly relations with our foreign neighbors and 10 preserving a high degree of
rendiness. 1 the call ever comes again for the grand old lady of the 115, Destrayer Force 1o protect the
pence cherished by free and fettered peoples all over the world, you may be sure ber answer will be a loud
and clear, “READY."

STATISTICS
il s e e 176 feet
BRI «oiiiibinnfinaitisintaiaay s
Standard displacement ........... 2050 1ons
Full load...........covoeriennnverses 3000 tons



CDR. Alfred A. Cherbak
COMMANDING OFFICER
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LCDR Robert J. Tribble
Executive Officer

Mr. Tribble, atwer having been rased the Honolulu
arén of Hawnil, completed his formal education on the
“mainland *' at  North-western University, undér the
NROTC L IR from 1942 (o 1945, While at Naorth:
western he majored in psvchology and was Caplain ol
the varsity swimming team. In 1947 he won the All
H.’j"-'_l,l' kH{I,'kH‘I[H'\'I.' l;'il..1!'|§l}:ll['|.?|t'||i'| :|'|:H'| ik :..l\.'."lr ||.H.L'1' ]Jllr
ticipated in the Olymple trvouts in Detron, Michigan
Upon his commissioning is Ensign, USN, Mr. Tribble
served aboard destroyers from 1945 1948 in the Western
Pacific area—1IS5 DORTCH (DD-670), TS5 SMITH
(DD-378) and USS CHEVALIER (DDR-805), Faol
lowing this he attended General Line School, Newport,
Rl then retummed to sen duty with PC's serving as
Executive Officer of three and commanding Officer of
g fourth through 1951, He served on the Siafl ol
CINCPACFLT, Admiral Arthur W. Radiord, from
1952-1953. Next a tour in the Atlantic was spent as
Executive Officer of the LS5 RUCHAMEIN (AFI-5EY)
Returning to the Pacific in 1955, he beenme Navigator
of the USS ELDORADO (AGC-11), fagship of COOM-
SEVENTHFLT, then Vice Admiral Pride. In 1856,
Mr, Tribble I.'I.I.'L'1ZI|1II_I-i!1‘:It'l|. Rear Admiral I_:lfilrb_c{t' Town-
er's Expedition to Point Barrow, Alasks, 1o replenish
the DEW 'line, Prior to reporting to FLETCHER, he
served a8 Surfoce Operations Officer on the Siall of
COMBARPAC,

Mr. Tribble s marded o the former Miss Nora
Builey of Honolulu, Tlawaii. They reside in Ewn
it["'ﬂ':'h.. l],‘i\':‘l]i '.l"i:‘l:. 1';11.']r |I;|'|'l'l' l.'l'l]lfll'l"l!. ”.‘il'll.'-lr.l. Il_i.:..

13, Thomas, age 11 and Robin, age 7




LTjg. David O. Nelsen
Des Moines, lowa

Mr, Nelsen came o the FLETCHER on B December
857. Receiving his shipboard indoctrination in Engi
eering. be relieved Ltg. Saterbeld as Engineering
Whoer in May 1959, Mr. Nelsen attended lown State
ollege where he obrined a degres in Chemical En
incering. He play el alring hass in the College orchestra
gs o fencer and a brother of Sigma Phi Epsilon
Jrer praduation e married Miss Jovee June Grifhn
[ Western Springs, limas who also attended low:
Lt He began flight training ar Pensacola, Flonds
¢ July of 1957, but lhiér decided o give  destrovers

try Mr. Nelsen

Arcan Basenji momied

aned his wife own a show dog-an
Ring Snelru of the ihrln_*:u”

hich they enter in shows locally in Flowaii

LTjg. Lawrence E. Schnitzer
Los Angeles, California

In June of 1956, Mr. Schnitzer graduated from UC. LA
with a B.S, in business administration, spectalizing  in
Ifa!nkglllrl-llir111 His first tour of liqll}. wiis as Assisiant
Naval Control of Shipping (Officer, Long Beach, California.
In February of 1957 he married the former Miss Terry
Cogan of North Hollywood, Callfornia Ar UC.LA.
he was a member of Conning Tower, an honorare
NROTC froternity, Order of Demaolay Mre, Schnilaer

and his wife currently reside in Pearl [arbor, Hownil,

LTjg. Donald L. Miller
Los Angeles, California

Mr, Miller received an appoimtment 1o the LS. Naval
Academy upon his graduation from high school and
arvived at the banks of the Severn in Seplember 1950
to begin his formal Navy training, After four yvears

of eating “ai a brace”, marching. and cotering 1o the

whims of upper classmen, he varned his commision as
Ensign, USN, in June 1957 At the Academy Mr
Miller rowed on the heaveweiglt crew and boxed
intrm-murally. Only forty-five minutes after groduation
he morried Miss Patricin Jane Voinche of Annapolis,
Marviand, the first wedding of the class. He and his
wife reside in Pearl Harbor, Howail with their daughtes
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