


U.S.S. FLETCHER (DDE-445)

Somewhal less than seven months alter the odvent of Waorld War Il, the USS FLETCHER wos odded 1o the ranky of the United
5 Fleet, For FLETCHER wan the prototype. the first i her clam, and her commissioning was the reclizotion of ‘o modern, small-
m lorce wlal for wictory in the cureent war,
Teday, the i the grand old lady of the Pacific Fleet, the oldest commissioned United States destroyer.
FLETCHER i memed in honor o Read Admirel Frank Fridoy Flatcher, USN, and s the fist ship 0 heor the nome. FLETCHER wos
of the Federal Drydock ond Ship-building Campany, Keorry, Mew Jersey. She is 37614 feet long and hos o beam of 1 F P
el lood disp'ozement i 3000 Jons.  Initielly, her maoln aimoment consisied of ben forpede tubes ond five 5 /38 single mounts
. FLETCHER sow her first active fighting during the Bottle of Guodolconol. She wos credited with downig six Jopanese oircralt 11-
“‘ﬂﬂﬂtﬂ 1942, On the night of 13 Novembar, FLETCHER omived sinking o Jdpanese light cruiter, But ber outstanding contributian
?L e botife wor the single-honded desiruction of o heavy cruiser.  This latler Dowid-Goliath bil won her the proise of Admirel Ernest
h USM, Commander in Chief, United States Flent. Sond Admiral King: . the action which lowted twenty.four minutes and woi
-ui the most furious seo baotrles n history, was terminated when ithe FLETCHER jorpedoed o heavy coukwer.,
H.ETCHEI tock an octive part in the bolite of Towoforoage, Guodalcanal, on 30 Meovembar, The NDHTHAMPTE}N (CA 28),
iged during the battle, sank the nest day. and FLETCHER rescurd about o third of her crew.
"'nu. Jopanes wbmarine KO-102 fell prey to FLETCHER's undersess armament on 11 Februory 1943, Thers was no dogbt of
‘oflectiveness ol the attack from the debris ond il sighted minutes lober.
FLETCHER returned to the United Stotes in July 1943 for o short overhoul, following oumignments of screening, escori, oir defenss
‘ood shore-bombordmant.

FLETCHER woi par of the Walje bombordment group during early 1944, In April, she become part of the SEVENTH Fleat, and
orflcipated in amphibious londings ond shore.bombardment i the Mew Guinea compogn,
ul B June 1944, fve Jopnese destroyens were intercepited ond turned bock while attempling to reinforce Biak [wland, in the
tem lslonds off Mew Guinea. FLETCHER wes pont of the intercept group which gove chase for two-ond-ahall hours She opaned
|moximym fonge ond o lorge esplosion wes observed on one of the snemy thips
 FLETCHER's next big operation begon on 20 October. She wos Ragship for TU 7B, 2. &, providing screen protection for the
.' EL janding, FLETCHER ‘operated off Same:+, ond later oul of Son Pedro Boy in the Leyte Gull, The celebrated Battle for Leyte
Il commanced on the 23rd and continued thrcugh the 26th.  She wos part of the suppen group for the Owmec Bay emault on 7

her ond Mindoro litand on 15 December.
7 Jonvary 1945, FLECHER wos in the combined air ond surloce lorce which tommanced o two-day bombardment ond bombing
(oteas in Lingoyen Gull, Luzon, P, and loter ot San Anlonio, Mateghu, and Subic Bay,
ﬁﬂ'{lﬂ suffered her fiest (ond anlr) hit by the enemy on 14 Februory. A thore battery on Corregidor scored with @ wixinch
file forword, knocking out of oction both farward gun mounts, It took the lives of sever men and wounded iix ofhers
l-h domoge wor quickly controlled, largaly through the efforts of Elmer C. Bigelow, WT 2/¢c, USHE who plunged inte the burning
n mogatine and extinguithed the fire.
ow. wos awarded (posthunouly) the Congressional Medal of Honor. On 2 February 1957, the destrayer BIGELOW was
in honor ef FLETCHER's hera,
B loit World War Il eperotions were landings of Puerto Princess Polawen lslond, P. 1. on 28 February ; Zamboanga, P. |,
thy end Terakon lsland, Borneo on | May.
ER's wilol stotistices o end ol the the wot include the rescoe of over 1000 survivors, sheaming ever miles 200,000 without o
,and firing 20 torpedoes ; 10,300 5" inch; 75000 40MM ; ond 30,000 F0MM. She sarned thirtean batile siars far har
et ploced out of commission in 1947,
y FLETCHER wai converted from o general purposs to on escort destroyer, Special onth.submanine search and otigek syalems
d, ond she was mcommisonsd in Oclober os o DDE
(& year, FLETCHER wor once agoin serving in war, this time in Korea.
Her home port is Pearl Horbor, Howoii and is o unit of Deetroyer Squodron TWENTY-FIVE, Thia is my slory, ‘now meel my clew,
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OFFICERS

Hages C.R. LTlig), Munkres G.R. ENS, Ashurst A_J. LT, Wicks J.P LCDR,

Cossel C.M. [Jr]) CDR, Bowersax W, [Jr) LT, Paoulson D.C I:T:;.'_|:| I k row Simpson
J. W, Ull‘j]- Audilet G. O ENF.\P Flather . R. EN5S, Cress E.B ENS. McGlaomery J.L
EMS

upaz CHIEF PETT)
;o UFFICERS

Fianl tow: Jennings HW. ETC, Crites ). BMC, Taylor J.C. GMC, Ealon A.D. TMTC,
Wilion ED. GMC, Walker D.E. HMC, Hemondez AM. MMC, Worthington R.E. BTC

Back row Gailey LR QGMC, Maoher RL. YNC, Presion RH. BMC



GUNNERY DEPARTMENT




g&g FOX DIVISION

Androws G.B. FF i
C.A, FH, Dliver D. FN, Tolmon L.J. FP2, Cram B.M. IC3, Moo
Ewing W.G. FM, Eldredge L.H. EN2

























































